The wing of the Madagascan sunset moth has a pattern variously colored from red to
purple. Further, these colors are metallically glittering. The origin of this brilliancy has
been investigated for a long time, and it has been known that there exists air-cuticle
multilayer structure inside the wing scales. The thickness of the layer structure is
appropriate to cause optical interference, which is thought to be the origin of the
brilliant colors. However, it has been recently clarified that the mechanism of the color
is not just multilayer optical interference; the strong curvature of the scale produces

several ingenious optical effects.



